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Media Advocacy
ÅPublic actors impact public opinion through use 
of the media (radio, tv, newspapers, social 
media)

ÅImpact of public opinion on policy is substantial 
(Burstein, 2003)

ÅCommunity opposition was cited as the greatest 
external barrier faced by service providers 
attempting to establish harm reduction 
programs in Canada (Hobden& Cunningham, 
2006)
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Literature Review

Media Reach of 
Bereaved Mothers in 

Canada 

Effect of Media on 
Public Support for Harm 
Reduction ςHow might 

it work? 

Framing of Substance 
Use in the Media

Message Framing 
Studies Featuring a 

Mother Whose Child 
Died of Substance Use 

Related Causes
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Canadian news media coverage on harm reduction featuring bereaved 
mothers: A mixed methods analysis

- How often are bereaved mothers represented in newspaper coverage of harm reduction?

- What are the underlying discourses  seen in Canadian newspaper coverage on harm 
ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ŀ ōŜǊŜŀǾŜŘ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
use?

Research 
Questions

-CHARPP (Wild et al., 2019) secondary analysis of 5681 newspaper articles on harm reduction 
2000-2016

- 54 newspapers

- Ethical Approval: Not required

Methods

2/6: Quantitative Content Analysis of 63 articles (Krippendorff, 2019; Neuendorf, 2017) -Excel 
& SPSS(27)/STATA ςDescriptive stats  to determine valid N, % for all items at a national level

3/6: Qualitative Thematic Analysis of 52 articles (Braun & Clarke, 2006) ςNVIVO 12 
Methodological/analytical rigor  (Lincoln & Guba, 1985). 

Data 
Analysis
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Question #1: How often are bereaved mothers who have lost a child to 
substance use represented in newspaper coverage of harm reduction?

Å1.1% of newspaper coverage of harm 
reduction 2000-2016 featured a bereaved 
mother

Å/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳǎŜ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ 
(52.4% )

ÅStigmatizing language used=81%

ÅInfo on resources/support NOT 
provided=84.1%

ÅHarm Reduction advocated for by mother 
77.8% of time (Naloxone-27%; SCS-22.2%)
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Primary Themes:

Å¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿǎ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŀ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǊƛŜŦ

ÅHighlighting individual over structural determinants of substance-related 
harms

ÅRhetorical divisions between different types of people who use drugs

Question #2: What are the underlying discourses seen in Canadian 
newspaper coverage on harm reduction which feature a bereaved 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛǎ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǳǎŜΚ
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¢ƘŜƳŜ ІмΥ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿǎ aŜŘƛŀΩǎ 
9ƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ŀ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ DǊƛŜŦ
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